a toxic waste clean-upact. ' o
- 'The site is known in Park Cityas .

Richardson Flat, and is Jocated

south of Highway 248 and west of
Highway 40, roughly at the junc-
tion of those two roads. The flat
contains mine tailings released
from a floatation mill which was.
part of the Keetley mine, o

That mine, located.a few miles
south along Highway 40 from the
tailings avea, is an ingetive silver, i
lead and zin¢ mine which has not
been active gince April 1982, .

_Most: of . Richardson Filat is
covered with a tailings pond now
used to seftle solids from treated
mine wastewater.-But, when the
mine was active, it received excess
tailings as a slurry. -

Because tailings often contain _
‘high levels of heavy metals ~
dangerous to humans if inhaled or
ingested, the Envirofimental Pro--
tection:Agency (EPA) set up air
and water monitoring stations at -
Richardson in 1985 and 1986.
Although the time the monitors ac-
tually collected data was short, it .
was long enough for the federal
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agency t6 propose Richards

‘ Flat
- be on the national priority list for .
‘more study.and clean up if war-

ranted. "

forallbutziric. . =~ =

To determine whether a hazar-
dous chemical has been released,
EPA samples what it calls “upgra-

dient” in both air and water. In

. other- words, upstream from the
- tailings area, and in a spot upwind
from for air testing, If there is

substantially more of a hazardous
material downstream or down-
wind, it is considered a release and

- scores highly in a ranking system |

used to place areas on the national
priority list for Superfund. ‘

. The data collected and averaged
by EPA crews in 1985 and 1986 are
as follows. For air, arsenic was

. found .in concentrations 50 times

‘higher than background, cadmium
at 82 times higher, lead at 100
times higher and zine at 40 times
higher, The air was tested for one
week, from July 7to J uly 14, 1986,
Tailings were also tested and
compared to soil samples nearby

"but’ not. right under Richardson
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makes EPA list

The ‘week-long  air monitoring
“found: “releases”” of four .problem"
etals=< drsenic, cadmium;, lead"
nd zine. Surface water sampling
7of Silver Creek,:which .runs -
through the. flat, found the same

Flat..The results are: arsenic at 10"
to 60 times higher than soil, cad- -
miutn at two.tp fivé times, lead at
two to seven-times, and zinc at 2.5 |
to fourﬂmedmoreconceutmed ‘
Richardson Flat was. one of 229

sites .p| oposed: for Hsting earlier .-
+ this. -;month:;;;\mming-;go David ..

Schaller, chief of Denver regiohal
EPA Sup
229 sites across the nation was a
major effort, and that. is why two

years' havevpasseq;since’_ﬂxe data
on-’ Ric_hgt’-d_son-'i}was,-g collected.

'

. nd gite evaluation .
" section, coordinating the work on

s

L

Schaller noted there are now 1,177 .

sites on the natiopallist: ~- | .

The next. step, : accprding to
Schaller, is to do a ‘reémédial in- -
vestigation where air, water jand
soil are monitored much moré ex-
tensively than they have been; The
state of Utah is offered first chance

© to oversee the data éollection ef-

fort, but has not informed EPA
whether it will take the agency up
onits offer, said Schaller, - '

EPA will also try to find respon-
sible parties to pay for the in-
vestigation and any clean-up,
Schaller said if no responsible par-’
ties come forward or agree .to
EPA’s conditions, the agency will
fund the work and seek  cost-
recovervin coirt lotar

3

£ 0’8

31l

é __

NV

i




